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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4, 8, 9-12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Auletta (US 2005/0091120) in view of Oshima (US 
2003/0074265). 

Claim 9. Auletta teaches a computer-implemented method for exchanging gifts, 
comprising: 

storing personal information which is information indicating features of 
predetermined gift receivers [0048], [0052]; 

receiving receiver information which is information indicating features of a 
receiver assumed to receive a gift and product information which is information of said 
gift including said receiver information [0046], [0055]; 

arranging said product information received so that said product information 
including said receiver information of a receiver whose features match the features of 
said gift receiver are displayed [0048]; and 

displaying said product information in order of the arrangement [0052]. 
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However, Auletta does not explicitly teach that said "arranging" includes 
arranging said product information so that said product information including said 
receiver information of a receiver whose features match the features of said gift receiver 
comes to the top. 

Oshima teaches a computer-implemented method for providing a gift 
intermediating system wherein the application selects at least one item among the 
plurality of items stored in the item information storage means, and displays the wish list 
of the at least one selected item in an enumerative manner. After selection of desired 
items among the plurality of items stored in the item information storage means and 
registry, the recipient can refer to the wish list of the selected items displayed in an 
enumerative manner [0015], [0016]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Auletta to include that said "arranging" includes arranging 
said product information so that said product information including said receiver 
information of a receiver whose features match the features of said gift receiver comes 
to the top, as suggested by Oshima, because it would advantageously help the giver 
who desires to give the gift check if there is any desired item and where the desired 
item is purchased [0018]. 

Claim 10. Oshima teaches said method further comprising the steps of: 
measuring a current date and time; and selecting said gift receiver for whom a result of 
subtracting the current date and time measured from a specific date and time stored as 
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said personal information is equal to or lower than a threshold, wherein said received 
product information is arranged so that said product information including said receiver 
information of a receiver whose features match the features of said selected gift 
receiver comes to the top [0034]. The motivation to combine Auletta and Oshima would 
be to enable the recipient, who is expected to receive the gift, to readily check the 
registered wish list of items, while enabling the giver, who desires to give the gift, to 
select desired items for the gift by simply referring to the common list, as taught by 
Oshima [0034]. 

Claim 11. Auletta teaches said method further comprising a step of storing 
expiration dates of purchasing before said specific date and time of said gift in said 
product information selected, wherein said expiry dates of purchasing stored are 
displayed up to said expiration date for purchasing [0052]. 

Claim 12. Auletta teaches said method wherein said product information 
received is arranged so that said product information of said gift receiver whose 
communication frequency is equal to or greater than a threshold comes to the top 
[0059]. 

Claim 14. Same reasoning applied to claim 10. 

System claims 1-4 and 8 repeat the subject matter of method claims 9-12 and 
14 respectively, as a set of apparatus elements rather than a series of steps. As the 
underlying processes of claims 9-12 and 14 have been shown to be fully disclosed by 
the teachings of Auletta and Oshima in the above rejections of claims 9-12 and 14, it is 
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readily apparent that the system disclosed by Auletta and Oshima includes the 
apparatus to perform these functions. As such, these limitations are rejected for the 
same reasons given above for method claims 9-12 and 14, and incorporated herein. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 5, 7, 13 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Auletta. 

Claim 13. Auletta teaches a computer-implemented method for exchanging gifts, 
comprising: 

storing personal information which is information indicating features of 
predetermined gift receivers [0048], [0052]; 

receiving receiver information which is information indicating features of a 
receiver assumed to receive a gift and product information which is information of said 
gift including said receiver information [0046], [0055]; 
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deciding whether the features of said gift receiver match the features of said 
receiver or not and selecting, when the decision result shows that the features match, 
said product information including said receiver information of the receiver whose 
features match the features of said gift receiver [0065]; and 

displaying said product information selected including said decision result when 
the features match [0052]. 

Claim 15. Auletta teaches said method, wherein said product information 
selected including said decision result when the features of said gift receiver whose 
communication frequency is equal to or greater than a threshold match the features of 
said receiver is displayed [0059]. 

System claims 5 and 7 repeat the subject matter of method claims 13 and 15 
respectively, as a set of apparatus elements rather than a series of steps. As the 
underlying processes of claims 13 and 15 have been shown to be fully disclosed by the 
teachings of Auletta in the above rejections of claims 13 and 15, it is readily apparent 
that the system disclosed by Auletta includes the apparatus to perform these functions. 
As such, these limitations are rejected for the same reasons given above for method 
claims 13 and 15, and incorporated herein. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MILA AIRAPETIAN whose telephone number is 
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(571)272-3202. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30 am - 
6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Smith can be reached on (571) 272-6763. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Mila Airapetian/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3625 



